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Social Norms and Equality ——A Historical Materialist Direction 
 II
Abstract 
Since ancient times, people are always strongly in the pursuit of the equality 
between people in the real world. In history, every nation, every region, every country 
has the ideas and concepts of equality.However,in the whole history system of the 
thinking of equality, we find that many philosophers could not always bypass social 
norms when they talked about equality. In ancient Greek period, people treated 
equality from the angle of moral norms(“justice is equality”), or the modern bourgeois 
thinkers promoted “all men are equal in the sight of law”. In the western philosophers’ 
thought of equality, social norms were always accompanied by their discussion for 
equality. In the traditional Chinese society, the idea of equality is also extremely rich. 
When ancient Chinese thinkers talked about equality, they also could not avoid social 
norms. Equality is not an abstract concept, but an important aspect of social value. To 
reflect this social value, to achieve the purpose of equality, a certain means will be 
inevitably required, and social norms act as this means. Because social norms are used 
to regulate the relationship between people,social norms are formed and developed in 
long-term social practice. Equality,the social value , is implemented by this reality 
carrier ,social norms. The realization of equality can not be separated from the 
protection of social norms. Talking about equality without social norms, would make 
equality lose the significance of reality ,and make equality become empty word. 
Today, the level of productive forces of human society is being constantly 
improved, social products continue to increase.So achieving equality of the higher 
level has the important material support and practical conditions. But, “the fact that 
every person obeys division of labour like slaves ”has not disappeared, “the 
opposition between mental work and physical work”still exists, social resources and 
products are still not rich, “from each according to his ability, to each according to his 
needs” can not be realized in today’s society.Well,in this situation that social resources 
and products are limited, distributing all kinds of resources in political field, economic 
field and the field of education rationally,and achieving equality of starting 
point,equality of opportunity and equality of results, still can not be separated from 
the protection of social norms. 
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